IS   IT  A  CURSE?

faced : 'Who is to enforce a law, in five hundred thou-
sand villages, fixing the age at which a girl or boy may

marry ?'

What police, in what country, can enforce laws
strictly pertaining to personal conduct in the intimate
privacy of domestic life ?

In 1891 an act was passed making it a crime for a
man or boy married to a girl of twelve or under to have
sexual relations with his wife. In 1925 the age of twelve
was raised by statute to thirteen. This is the law to
which A Son of Mother India Answers frequently
refers, as :

And since 1892 the Indian Penal Code has made

intercourse with a girl below twelve a criminal

offence.1

Again :

Miss Mayo gives the following incident which
startles me. She says that she came across a girl
mother, at nine and a half, by Cscsarean operation,
of a boy weighing one and three quarter pounds.

Granted that Miss Mayo did not know of the
Indian Penal Code and did not inform the Police
about that case, still one more thing remains to be
proven : namely, that this one personal experience
of hers is not a criminal exception?

And again :

If the police forces and the Indian Penal Code
can be trusted, then the conditions prevailing in
1891 do not apply to the India of to-day ?
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